
 

  

 

  
© 2024 The Authors. Published by Nangarhar University, this is an open access article published under the CC-BY license 

 https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 

  e-ISSN: 3079-2398 (Online) p-ISSN: 3079-238X (Print)  

Vol:3(02), April-June: 2026 

Journal Homepage: https://nussj.nu.edu.af  

Nangarhar University Social Science Journal 

NUSSJ 

01 

Introduction  

 

 

ʰ

RESEARCH ARTICLE 

Phoneme Versus Morpheme: A Comparative Linguistic Analysis 

Saeedullah Rahmatzai1*, Saadatullah Safi2 

1,2 Department of English Language and Literature, Faculty of Education, University of Said Jamaluddin Afghani, Kunar 
Afghanistan. 

ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO 

 

Keywords:   

 

________________ 

 

Article History 

Received: 25-04-2026 

Accepted: 21-04-2026 

Published: 30-04-2026  

___________________________ 

 

Cite this Article 

Rahmatzai, S., & Safi, S. (2026). 

Phoneme Versus Morpheme: A 

Comparative Linguistic 

Analysis. Nangarhar University 

Social Science Journal, 3(02), 1–

6. 

https://doi.org/10.70436/nussj.v3i

02.81  

mailto:saeedullah2018@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.70436/nussj.v3i02.81
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://nussj.nu.edu.af/
https://doi.org/10.70436/nussj.v3i02.81
https://doi.org/10.70436/nussj.v3i02.81


Rahmatzai & Safi http://nussj.nu.edu.af  Vol.03; No.01; 2026 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature Phoneme Morpheme  

 

Level of 

linguistic 

Phonetics  Morphology  

 

Function 

differentiates 

Meaningless 

Sound 

Meaningful unit 

 

Meaning No meaning Has Meaning 

Example /t/ /s/ /z/ /m/ Car, re, -s 

Role Develops Word 

sound 

Develops Word 

meaningful 

Research Problem 

 

Research Objective 

 

Research Questions 
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Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 

Database / 

Source 

Search String Keywords 

Focus 

Purpose 

Google 

Scholar 

"phoneme" 

AND 

"morpheme" 

Phonology 

& 

morphology 

To identify 

studies 

comparing 

phonemes 

and 

morphemes 

Google 

Scholar 

"phoneme vs 

morpheme" 

OR "phoneme 

versus 

morpheme" 

Comparativ

e linguistics 

To locate 

direct 

comparative 

analyses 

Google 

Scholar 

"phonology" 

AND 

"morphology" 

Linguistic 

levels 

To explore 

interaction 

between 

sound and 

meaning 

JSTOR "phoneme" 

AND "sound 

system" 

Phonology To collect 

theoretical 

phoneme 

studies 

JSTOR "morpheme" 

AND "word 

formation" 

Morphology To identify 

research on 

morphemic 

structure 

Scopus "phonological 

units" AND 

"morphologica

l units" 

Linguistic 

units 

To analyze 

unit-level 

linguistic 

studies 

Scopus "phonology

morphology 

interface" 

Interface 

studies 

To examine 

interaction 

between 

phonemes 

and 

morphemes 

ERIC "phoneme" 

AND 

"language 

learning" 

Applied 

linguistics 

To find 

pedagogical 

studies 

ERIC "morpheme" 

AND "second 

language 

acquisition" 

SLA To explore 

learning of 

morphemes 

Cambridg

e Journals 

"phoneme" OR 

"morpheme" 

General 

linguistics 

To gather 

foundationa

l literature 
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Results  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Results 

 

 

Year Author(s) Title Research Purpose Method Type Context 

1916 Saussure, F. de  Course in General 

Linguistics 

To establish 

language as a 

structured system 

of signs 

Theoretical 

analysis 

General 

linguistics 

1933 Bloomfield, L.  Language To define 

phonemes and 

analyze sound 

structure 

Descriptive, 

theoretical 

Structural 

linguistics 

1952 Jakobson, R., 

Fant, G., & Halle, 

M. 

Preliminaries to 

Speech Analysis 

To analyze 

phonemes using 

distinctive features 

Analytical, 

theoretical 

Phonology 

1958 Hockett, C. F. A Course in Modern 

Linguistics 

To define 

morphemes and 

explain word 

structure 

Descriptive, 

theoretical 

Morphology 
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1968 Chomsky, N., & 

Halle, M. 

The Sound Pattern of 

English 

To examine 

phonology

morphology 

interaction 

Generative 

analysis 

English 

phonology 

1976 Aronoff, M. Word Formation in 

Generative 

Grammar 

To explain 

morphemes in 

word formation 

Generative, 

theoretical 

Morphology 

1985 Bybee, J. Morphology: A Study 

of the Relation 

Between Meaning 

and Form 

To explore the link 

between meaning 

and form 

Functional 

analysis 

Morphology 

1991 Spencer, A.  Morphological 

Theory 

To analyze word 

structure and 

morphemes 

Theoretical 

analysis 

Morphology 

1994 Kenstowicz, M.  Phonology in 

Generative 

Grammar 

To describe 

phoneme systems 

and phonological 

rules 

Generative 

analysis 

Phonology 

2005 Odden, D.  Introducing 

Phonology 

To explain 

phonological 

concepts including 

phonemes 

Descriptive 

analysis 

Phonology 

2010 Haspelmath, M., 

& Sims, A.  

Understanding 

Morphology 

To provide cross-

linguistic analysis 

of morphemes 

Comparative 

analysis 

Morphology 

2012 Booij, G. The Grammar of 

Words 

To examine 

grammatical roles 

of morphemes 

Theoretical 

analysis 

Morphology 

2018 Fromkin, V., 

Rodman, R., & 

Hyams, N.  

An Introduction to 

Language 

To explain 

phonemes and 

morphemes 

hierarchically 

Descriptive, 

educational 

General 

linguistics 

2020 Yule, G. The Study of 

Language 

To simplify 

phoneme

morpheme 

concepts for 

learners 

Descriptive, 

pedagogical 

Applied 

linguistics 

Discussion 
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Conclusion 
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