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Introduction  

  

  

 

Methodology 

This study used a qualitative, descriptive-analytical 

research design grounded in textual and library-based 
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analysis. The primary data source was the Afghan novel 

De-Takht-Ghami, which was examined through close and 

repeated reading to identify representations of Pashtunwali 

and its social continuity and transformation. Data 

collection focused on narrative events, character behavior, 

dialogues, and value-based conflicts related to 

Pashtunwali. To support and contextualize the textual 

analysis, secondary sources, including academic books, 

peer-reviewed journal articles, and sociological studies on 

Pashtunwali, were reviewed. Data were analyzed using 

qualitative content analysis within a sociocultural 

framework to interpret how traditional Pashtun values are 

maintained, adapted, and reinterpreted in response to 

changing social realities. 
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Violation refers to any individual or collective act that 

transgresses moral principles or societal norms-formal or 

informal-and is either legally prohibited or socially 

condemned (Sidiqi, 2017, p.  4). In De-Takht-Ghami, the 

transformation and violation of Pashtunwali are presented 

through a nuanced and realistic artistic lens. The novel 

invites the reader to witness the stages of conflict, 

weakening, and evolution of traditional values. 

While the novel narrates themes such as honor 

(nang), revenge (badal), and asylum (panah), it also reveals 

how these principles are distorted under the pressures of 

time, political power, economic hardship, and shifting 

social structures. Some characters abandon or manipulate 

the values of Pashtunwali for personal gain or in response 

to broader societal changes. These transgressions disrupt 

the foundations of trust, unity, and justice within the 

community. 

Author Mustafa Jihad artistically portrays these 

violations not merely as moral failings, but as symptoms of 

deeper structural transformations. Through his 

storytelling, he presents a society at a cultural crossroads-

where tradition collides with modernity, and ethical 

flexibility begins to replace rigid customary law. The 

resulting narrative environment captures a collective 

identity grapling with change, where the resilience of 

Pashtunwali is tested by the currents of a transforming 

world. 

 

In Pashtunwali, elopement is regarded as a serious breach 

of family and tribal honor. While some may see it as a path 

to personal salvation or love, traditional Pashtun norms 

interpret it as a grave moral offense. Such actions often 

result in blood feuds, lasting animosities, or even fatal 

consequences. Particularly in cases where a girl elopes with 

someone to whom she is not formally engaged-or worse, is 

already promised to another-both her own family and the 

groom's family perceive the act as deeply dishonorable. 

In some instances, if the couple is caught, they 

may be killed to restore the family's nang (honor). If not 

with nanawati (a ritual plea for forgiveness), seeking 

resolution through a jirga (tribal council). Literature, 

especially novels, often explore this conflict as a poignant 

collision between individual desire and traditional 

obligation, portraying characters who are caught in a 

http://nussj.nu.edu.af/


Ahmadzai et al. http://nussj.nu.edu.af  Vol.02; No.04; 2025 

33 

 

moral and emotional struggle between love and social 

expectation (Sharifi, 2019, p. 79). 

In De-Takht-Ghami, the final scene involving 

very clash. Lashtah, defying the authority of her family and 

society for the sake of love, courageously seeks refuge in 

of loyalty-torn between his cultural code and emotional 

devotion. Lashtah, bearing her symbolic palo and tikray, 

stands as an emblem of love, honor, and sacrifice. After her 

impassioned plea, Kakah Sher chooses to flee with her, 

abandoning everything. 

This scene represents a deep emotional tension-

between individual love and social restraints, between 

tradition and personal agency, and ultimately, between life 

and death (Jihad, 1990, pp. 131 135). 

 

In the context of Pashtunwali, seizing something by force 

is not merely a material transgression-it constitutes a direct 

assault on personal, familial, and tribal honor. Such acts, 

especially when involving violence or coercion, can 

escalate beyond mediation and often lead to cycles of 

vengeance. 

In De-Takht-Ghami, the author presents this 

violation through the symbolic incident involving the 

harem. The narrative clearly distinguishes between 

legitimate exchange (based on honor, trust, and mutual 

consent) and forced appropriation (perceived as dishonor 

and provocation). 

novel illustrates how even the smallest item-if taken 

without consent-can ignite a deep emotional response 

rooted in cultural pride. The reader is shown how precious 

dignity is in Pashtun society, and how violently one might 

react when that dignity is trampled. 

The protagonist, De-Takht-Ghami, declares his 

stance with both conviction and action: Kakah Sher 

readied his rifle, revolver, and sword-waiting silently into 

the night. Once the hour ripened, he mounted his horse, 

left the fort, and headed toward the palace to retrieve 

harem. With tremendous bravery and resistance, he fought 

off the palace guards, waking the king with the uproar. 

Breaking through by sheer strength, he used his revolver to 

Jihad, 1990, p. 49). 

This passage reflects the ultimate expression of 

resistance-when cultural values are perceived as violated, 

restoring honor becomes a sacred duty, even at the cost of 

 

Conclusion 

A sociological reading of De-Takht-Ghami reveals that 

Pashtunwali is not merely a static tradition, but a living 

cultural and social legacy of the Pashtun nation. Despite 

the historical ebb and flow of time, Pashtunwali remains 

deeply rooted in collective identity, while simultaneously 

displaying flexibility in the face of socio-cultural and 

economic transformations. 

Though grounded in the core values of honor, 

characters demonstrate how these principles are 

increasingly challenged by contemporary pressures. Their 

actions reflect the tension between enduring cultural codes 

and the evolving realities of society. 

The analysis also affirms that Pashtunwali is not a 

rigid or obsolete system; rather, it is a dynamic ethical 

framework that either resists change or adjusts itself to new 

social 

depiction of moral dilemmas, the novel illustrates the 

tension between tradition and transformation. These shifts 

are neither uniform nor uncontested-they are often met 

with resistance, uncertainty, and emotional conflict. 

Thus, De-Takht-Ghami provides a nuanced 

artistic representation of the continuity and 

transformation of Pashtunwali, capturing the inner social 

contradictions and value shifts within Pashtun society. 

This study not only contributes to the field of literary 

analysis but also offers a meaningful foundation for 

sociological inquiry into cultural resilience, identity 

negotiation, and normative change. 
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