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ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO 

This study highlights the importance of lexicography in clarifying the meaning of 

words, especially those used in poetry, which often diverge from everyday language. 

Poetic language, rich in metaphor and imagery, requires specialized knowledge for 

accurate interpretation, particularly when terms carry cultural, historical, or literary 

significance. A key focus is on the role of literary dictionaries in documenting words 

that are rare, ancient, or specific to literary contexts. These words, which may not be 

found in standard dictionaries, hold significant value in understanding ancient 

literature and cultural heritage. Lexicographers have to navigate challenges such as 

documenting words that have fallen out of common use, coining new terms, and 

recognizing phonetic changes in language. This study collects data from Pashto, 

Arabic, and English sources, both online and in print. And the collected data is 

analyzed thematically. The main objective of the study is to explore first the diverse 

types of literary dictionaries and glossaries along with defining dictionary, glossary, 

lexigraphy, literal dictionary, and literary dictionary. This study particularly 

emphasizes the ongoing practices and particular challenges involved in compiling 

literary dictionaries. The study concludes that literary dictionaries are crucial for 

preserving linguistic heritage and supporting the contemporary understanding of 

literary works. The poets and writers contribute to the evolution of language by 

introducing novel lexicons, which enrich both the literary and general language. It 

also acknowledges the dynamic nature of language and the need to preserve its 

cultural and historical context. 
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